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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 218467 
ORIGIN DLOS-09 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-13 ACDA-12 AGRE-00 AID-05 CEA-01 
CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO 
EB-08 EPA-01 SOE-02 DOE-15 FMC-01 TRSE-00 H-01 
INR-10 INT-05 JUSE-00 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 NSF-01 
OES-09 OMB-Ol PA-01 PM-05 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 
ISO-OO SIG-03 /153 R 

DRAFTED BY D/LOS:ABERLIND/AD 
APPROVED BY D/LOS:ABERLIND 
L/OES :MEHOINKES (INFO) 

EUR/RPE:WSALISBURY (INFO) 

OES/OFA/OCA:MDBUSBY (INFO) 

000265 291034Z/14 

R 282142Z AUG 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 218467 

USUN FOR USDEL LOS, BRUSSELS ALSO FOR USEC 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PLOS 

SUBJECT: DUTCH CONSIDERATION OF ESTABLISHING A TWELVE- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 218467 

MILE TERRITORIAL SEA 

1 . DUTCH EMBASSY OFFICER (FIRST SECRETARY KOERNER) CALLED 
ON D/LOS DIRECTOR BERLIND TODAY TO SAY THAT INTERDEPARTMEN- 
TAL TALKS WERE BEING CONDUCTED IN THE HAGUE ON THE QUESTION 
OF "EVENTUALLY" EXTENDING THE DUTCH TERRITORIAL SEA FROM 
THREE TO TWELVE MILES. ON INSTRUCTIONS, KOERNER ENQUIRED 
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WHAT THE US VIEW OF EXTENSIONS BEYOND THREE MILES IN GENERAL 
WAS AND ASKED WHETHER THE USG WAS CONTEMPLATING ANY SUCH 
ACTION. 

2. BERLIND REPLIED THAT USG HAD NO SUCH PLAN, THAT THE US 
DOES NOT RECOGNIZE SEA TERRITORIAL CLAIMS BEYOND THREE MILES 
AND THAT, IF ASKED, THE US WOULD OPPOSE EXTENSIONS BEYOND 
THREE MILES BY OTHER STATES. BERLIND MADE SPECIAL REFER- 
ENCE TO THE STRAITS QUESTION AND THE CAREFUL BALANCE THAT 
HAD BEEN ACHIEVED THUS FAR IN LOS NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN THE 
PROPOSED TERRITORIAL SEA EXTENSION AND THE PRESERVATION OF 
TRANSIT RIGHTS THROUGH INTERNATIONAL STRAITS GREATER THAN 
THOSE PERMITTED UNDER INNOCENT PASSAGE. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH KOERNER WAS NOT CERTAIN, HE BELIEVED 

THAT DUTCH CONSIDERATION OF THIS QUESTION MAY WELL HAVE 
BEEN COORDINATED WITH THE EC-NINE. INFO POSTS SHOULD BE 
ALERT TO SIMILAR THINKING IN THEIR CAPITALS. 

CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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